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Growing up is an exciting, wonder-filled process, ripe with

possibilities and expectations. It is also a process of matura-

tion, gaining a sense of self and having the sophistication to

adjust to a more realistic understanding of the world. The

same is true for the growth—and planning—of a region. It is 

a process of trial and error, understanding and refinement. 

As the nation’s largest metropolitan planning agency, SCAG

has focused its efforts on developing regional strategies to

maintain the critical balance among growth, progress and the

quality of life we all enjoy. Based on the understanding gained

through nearly three decades of these processes, SCAG’s 2001

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) unveils a redefined 

portrait of the growth expected during the first quarter of 

the new millennium.

“We’ve come to the end of a revision of our growth vision 

for the region,” said Mark Pisano, executive director of SCAG.

“We’ve received input from all of our subregional jurisdictions

and it has led to a refinement of how we see the region

developing during the next 25 years.”
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Progress
Vision

Leadership, vision and progress which promote

economic growth, personal well-being, and livable

communities for all Southern Californians.

Leadership

REGIONAL

(Continued on page 2)

News Briefs
SCAG Adopts 2001 RTP:  SCAG’s Regional Council
formally adopted the agency’s 2001 Regional

Transportation Plan (RTP) during a special
session on April 12, 2001. The 2001

RTP is a comprehensive
“blueprint” of 

transportation
plans, invest-

ments and
options recom-

mended to accom-
modate the regional

growth expected
between now and 2025.

Developed by SCAG, the
Draft 2001 RTP underwent an extensive pre-approval
outreach process where community members
region-wide, as well as members of the private,
business and public sectors, were given numerous
opportunities to review SCAG’s plan and provide input
to ensure that it addresses each subregion’s specific
concerns and growth patterns. The 2001 RTP
includes hundreds of recommendations in the areas
of road and highway improvements, aviation, land
use, finance and goods movement, among others.
For more information about the 2001 Regional
Transportation Plan, please contact Bernice
Villanueva at SCAG:  213-236-1892; email, 
villanuevab@scag.ca.gov. The plan may also be
viewed and downloaded from SCAG’s website,
www.scag.ca.gov.

(Continued on page 2)

A COMING OF AGE:
Southern California Grows Up

s t r a t e g i c i n v e s t m e n t s

Currently jitney and shuttle type services are opposed by existing transit providers, both public and private.These

services do not easily conform to local ordinances and state laws, the existing regulatory environment (local and PUC)

and licensing requirements (drivers, insurance, etc.).

A full evaluation of jitney type service(s) will be conducted in the next calendar year when funding is available.

VanpoolsThere are approximately 2,000 vanpools currently operating in the region. While vanpooling is the mode choice for a

small portion of the commuting population, the vehicle miles traveled reduced is significant given the long trip

distances vanpools travel (35 miles average one-way trip distance) and the length of time members remain in their

vanpool arrangement (average of 28 months).Vanpool programs are primarily operated by the private sector thereby

utilizing minimum subsidy.Advanced Traveler  Informat ion  Systems (AT IS)

Advanced Traveler Information Systems (ATIS)

provide household and business customers with

information that they can use 24 hours a day to

make current and future decisions regarding the

most favorable means, route and time for work,

recreational and other trips. For the immediate and

future trip, the traveler can obtain up-to-the-minute

information on freeway, tollway and street

congestion; times and speeds for alternate trip

origins and destinations; and shuttle, bus, rail, plane

and ship schedules, connections and costs. In

addition, information is available on traffic accidents,

incidents, alternative routes and weather.

This information can be obtained in many ways:

radio and television, specific traveler information

telephone numbers, the Internet, WEB, kiosks in

convenient public and work locations and in-vehicle

devices. Information is available in different forms –

orally and visually, in text, tables and maps.

Cities, counties, County Transportation Commissions,

transit providers, subregional associations, Caltrans and private organizations are working together to develop data

collection systems to process the data through public and private transportation management centers, and to deliver

the information to travelers.

Nam liber temporcum soluta nobiseleifend optioncongue

“Maintaining and

improving the quality

of life in Southern

California rests at 

the heart of all of 

our planning efforts.”

—Mark Pisano



Where We Began
The first important factor to consider
about the 2001 RTP growth forecast
revisions is the timetable upon which
the projections are based. The projec-
tions in the 1998 RTP anticipated
growth and needs until 2020; the 2001
RTP extends its projections an addition-
al five years, to 2025, and provides a
more accurate analysis of Southern
California’s future. Based on this
extended forecast timetable, and the
additional information learned through
ongoing subregional outreach and 
planning processes, growth forecast
reductions are expected in vital areas.

“For a number of reasons, including
infrastructure capacity, decreasing
immigration trends and unrealized
growth opportunities, the reductions
are an accomplishment because they
signify that Southern California is get-
ting a better sense of itself,” Pisano said. 

What We’ve Learned
Equally important as this new under-
standing of how much growth is antici-
pated is where that growth will be. The
2001 RTP presents significant forecast
reductions in population and housing
in the Inland Empire and the northern

sectors of Los Angeles County, with
notable employment reductions in
Orange County and Los Angeles.
Closing the geographical gap between
where the jobs will be and the location
of affordable housing results in an
improved job/housing relationship
throughout the region. 

“We’ve concluded [in the 2001 RTP]
that the most significant impact that we
can make in actual improvement of our
quality of life is to have a better balance
between housing and employment,”
Pisano said. 

In addition to these projected 
reductions, however, the 2001 RTP
also confirms that the anticipated
increases in goods movement and air
travel remain important factors in
future planning. SCAG projects that the
regional airport system will be expected
to handle approximately 164 million air
passengers per year by 2025, which is
nearly double its current capacity.
Similarly, air cargo demand is expected
to triple over that time period. This
growth will help shape Southern
California’s economic outlook and
increase employment opportunities.

The 2001 RTP further reveals that
approximately $44 billion will be 
necessary to maintain and enhance the
existing transportation network to meet
2025 projections. 

Based upon these (and other) growth
forecasts and their accompanying
impacts, SCAG’s 2001 RTP provides 
a comprehensive set of plans and
options to accommodate and finance
the region’s future transportation 
infrastructure needs .

What We’re Doing Together
SCAG did not arrive at its revised fore-
casts, or 2001 RTP recommendations, in
a vacuum.

“By having input from all of our juris-
dictions, through our subregional
organizations and other agencies, and
the region as a whole involved in the
process, what we’re developing over
time is a greater understanding of two
major planning issues:  how we all
impact one another, and the need for
more coordinated development patterns
within our region,” Pisano stated.

The first action item on this cooperative
agenda has been improvement of the
jobs/housing balance. In that respect,
SCAG reduced the allocation of housing
in the eastern part of the region and,
together with its subregions, is examin-
ing a decentralized regional airport sys-
tem, which would accelerate the
amount of employment growth in these
outlying areas (where jobs are needed).
At the same time, there has been a coor-
dinated effort in the western part of the 
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A Coming of Age
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(Continued on page 6)

2020 2025 Forecast Change

Population 21.3 million 22.6 million 1 million

Employment 9.6 million 9.9 million 300,000

Households 6.9 million 7.4 million 500,000

Share and Share Alike:  For a fast, fun and
informative guide to ridesharing, check out
Southern California Rideshare’s, The Book on
Ridesharing, now available on SCAG’s website
(www.scag.ca.gov). Originally developed as a
resource for employers who sponsor employee
rideshare programs, the 16-page booklet pro-
vides a wealth of information for anyone interest-
ed in commuting alternatives, including contact
information for appropriate agencies, helpful
publications and networking opportunities. For
more information about The Book on Ridesharing,
please contact Southern California Rideshare 
at SCAG: 213-236-1800. Information about 
carpooling may also be obtained through 
1-800-COMMUTE, an automated, touch-tone 
system that refers callers to various resources
for commuting assistance.

(Continued on page 4)

News Briefs
(Continued from page 1)

All figures are approximate. Source:  2001 Regional Transportation Plan

P R O J E C T I O N S  F O R  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A
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Building Bridges with Mexico
Continuing its two-year effort to stem the tide of immigration and
resultant deaths in our southeastern deserts, a delegation of SCAG
Regional Council members traveled to Mexico to brief high-ranking
government officials and discuss solutions to this serious phenome-
non. The Mexican Consulate has worked closely with SCAG’s
Project for Immigrant Lives since the program’s inception in 1999.
However, the February 9th trip marked a historical diplomatic event
for both countries in tackling a disturbing issue of international 
significance. SCAG delegates met with several representatives of
Mexican President Fox’s Administration, including the Secretary of
Foreign Relations, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of the
Interior, and the Secretary of Communications and Transportation.
SCAG members also met with the Secretary of the Economy, the
office responsible for Mexico’s NAFTA efforts, to discuss the imple-
mentation of the landmark agreement and the future of international
trade between our two countries. For more information about the
Project for Immigrant Lives, please contact Arnold San Miguel:  
213-236-1925; email, sanmiguel@scag.ca.gov.

On the Trail of Transportation Finance
SCAG’s legislative efforts this year will focus primarily on address-
ing the $44 billion needed to meet the region’s transportation
demands in the next 25 years, as identified in the 2001 Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP). To that end, the agency is sponsoring
Assembly Bill 227 (AB 227) and Assembly Concurrent Resolution 32
(ACR 32) to help develop solutions for meeting this demand as soon
as possible. AB 227 (Longville, D-San Bernardino) seeks to extend,
indefinitely, the dedication of sales tax on motor vehicle fuels for
transportation purposes beyond the 2006 termination established
under last year’s state legislation. AB 227 would not only affect the
SCAG region, but also the entire State of California. Similarly, ACR
32 (Dutra, D-Fremont) requests that the California Transportation

Commission conduct
a statewide study of
revenues and antici-
pated financial need
to identify potential
financial shortfalls
and provide recom-
mendations to avert
those scenarios. A key
fiscal element that
must be considered
in both equations is
the impact of the elec-
trical vehicle movement.
Because these automobiles
do not use gasoline, and given California’s man-
date that manufacturers must produce a certain num-
ber of the vehicles, increasing use of alternate fuel vehicles will have
an adverse impact on the amount of gasoline sales tax revenue gen-
erated in the coming years. The physical impact of electrical vehicles
on our current and future transportation infrastructure (freeways,
roads, etc.) must also be examined. 

SCAG’s legislative delegation also formally presented three appropri-
ations measures to Congress in April to obtain additional transporta-
tion monies during fiscal year 2002. The agency requested $5 million
for its maglev deployment program; $5 million for the next phase of
the current study of truck lane development along State Route 60;
and $1 million for development of Intelligent Transportation Systems
(ITS). (ITS involve the employment of innovative technology to
improve the efficiency of traffic movement, such as traffic light syn-
chronization.) Additionally, agency members met with newly
appointed Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta to discuss
regional issues and the plans outlined in SCAG’s 2001 RTP.

Maglev in Motion
The California Maglev Deployment Project, SCAG’s comprehensive,
multi-agency program to study and develop a high-speed regional
transportation system based on magnetic levitation, has now
expanded its efforts to include the viability of extending the original
proposed route south of Los Angeles International Airport (LAX).
The proposed route extends from LAX to Union Station, and then
turns east to reach the San Gabriel Valley, Ontario and Riverside.
The “LAX South” study, which considers a route that is expected to
run parallel to the 405 Freeway, will examine development of a
high-speed, multi-modal connector route to link LAX, Long Beach
Airport and an (as yet) undetermined transportation center in
Orange County. Efforts are also underway to examine various
options for providing a more dedicated transportation link between
Palmdale Airport and LAX, including a maglev system. 

Program Notes

Speakers
Bureau 

Program

Speakers
Bureau 

Program

F I N D  O U T  H O W  S C A G ’ S  P L A N S  A F F E C T  Y O U R  R E G I O N

SCAG’s Speakers Bureau program offers customized presentations to elected officials, business associations and other commu-
nity organizations throughout Southern California, providing an opportunity to learn about important transportation and planning
issues that affect the entire region. Engaging in two-way dialogue and using exciting presentation tools, SCAG Regional Council
members and staff illustrate how the agency’s past, present and future projects affect our regional community.

For more information about the SCAG Speakers Bureau program, please contact Al Fuentes: 213-236-1882; email,
fuentes@scag.ca.gov.

SCAG delegates meet with high-ranking Mexican officials to discuss the international issues 
related to immigrant deaths in Southern California’s southeastern desert areas.
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The 
Regional
Council
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Mayor Pro Tem Ron Bates, 
Los Alamitos

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT: Supervisor Jon Mikels,
County of San Bernardino

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: Councilmember 
Hal Bernson, Los Angeles

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Supervisor 
Zev Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles County

IMPERIAL COUNTY: Hank Kuiper, Imperial
County • David Dhillon, El Centro

LOS ANGELES COUNTY: Yvonne Brathwaite
Burke, Los Angeles County • Zev
Yaroslavsky, Los Angeles County • Bob
Bartlett, Monrovia • Bruce Barrows,
Cerritos • George Bass, Bell • Hal Bernson,
Los Angeles • Robert Bruesch, Rosemead •
Laura Chick, Los Angeles • Gene Daniels,
Paramount • Jo Anne Darcy, Santa Clarita •
John Ferraro, Los Angeles • Ruth Galanter,
Los Angeles • Ray Grabinski, Long Beach •
Dee Hardison, Torrance • Mike Hernandez,
Los Angeles • Nate Holden, Los Angeles •
Sandra Jacobs, El Segundo • Lawrence
Kirkley, Inglewood • Keith McCarthy,
Downey • Cindy Miscikowski, Los Angeles
• Stacey Murphy, Burbank • Pam
O’Connor, Santa Monica • Nick Pacheco,
Los Angeles • Alex Padilla, Los Angeles •
Beatrice Proo, Pico Rivera • Mark Ridley-
Thomas, Los Angeles • Richard Riordan,
Los Angeles • Karen Rosenthal, Claremont
• Marcine Shaw, Compton  • Tom Sykes,
Walnut • Rudy Svorinich, Los Angeles •
Paul Talbot, Alhambra • Sidney Tyler, Jr.,
Pasadena • Joel Wachs, Los Angeles • Rita
Walters, Los Angeles • Dennis Washburn,
Calabasas • Rob Webb, Long Beach

ORANGE COUNTY: Charles Smith, Orange
County • Ron Bates, Los Alamitos • Ralph
Bauer, Huntington Beach • Art Brown,
Buena Park • Lou Bone, Tustin • Elizabeth
Cowan, Costa Mesa • Cathryn DeYoung,
Laguna Niguel • Richard Dixon, Lake
Forest • Alta Duke, La Palma • Shirley
McCracken, Anaheim • Bev Perry, Brea •
Tod Ridgeway, Newport Beach

RIVERSIDE COUNTY: Bob Buster, Riverside
County • Ron Loveridge, Riverside • Greg
Pettis, Cathedral City • Andrea Puga,
Corona • Ron Roberts, Temecula • Charles
White, Moreno Valley

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY: Jon Mikels, San
Bernardino County • Bill Alexander,
Rancho Cucamonga • David Eshleman,
Fontana • Lee Ann Garcia, Grand Terrace •
Bob Hunter, Victorville • Gwenn Norton-
Perry, Chino Hills • Judith Valles, San
Bernardino

VENTURA COUNTY: Judy Mikels, Ventura
County • Glen Becerra, Simi Valley •
Donna De Paola, San Buenaventura • Toni
Young, Port Hueneme

RIVERSIDE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION:
Robin Lowe, Hemet

VENTURA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION:
Bill Davis, Simi Valley

SCAG Directors
Mark Pisano, Executive Director

Bert Becker, Chief Financial Officer

John Cox, Deployment & Partnership

James Gosnell, Planning & Policy

Jim Sims, Information Services 

& Rideshare Services

Helene Smookler, Chief Counsel &

Director, Communications

& Government Affairs

News Briefs (Continued from page 2)

Coming Soon:  In June, SCAG will

release its 2001 State of the Region

report, a comprehensive analysis of

regional progress in the areas of

mobility, air quality, housing,

income, employment, trade,

waste management, education

and safety. This annual “report

card” is used as a regional

barometer of Southern

California’s pressing issues and

provides vital information for both

the public and private sectors in

shaping future policy. The document 

also compares the SCAG region to other

major metropolitan areas in the

United States to understand how

Southern California measures up

against national trends. The 2001

report is based on calendar year

2000, and features essay commen-

tary on a number of major regional

concerns, including energy, the new

economy and housing implications

related to future growth. For more

information about the 2001 State

of the Region report, or to obtain

a copy, please contact Sylvia Patsaouras:

213-236-1806; email, patsaouras@scag.ca.gov.

SCAG GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2001
Thursday, May 3, 2001 

Radisson Resort, Knott’s Berry Farm
7675 Crescent Avenue, Buena Park, CA 90620

714-995-1111

SCAG’s 2001 General Assembly, the annual conference of the Association,
will feature a customary meeting of the Regional Council and election of
a new council president and officers. The meeting will feature a presenta-
tion of SCAG’s newly adopted
Regional Transportation Plan 2001,
CommunityLink 21, a “blueprint”
for Southern California that con-
tains hundreds of proposals and
plans for the transportation, hous-
ing and economic elements neces-
sary to accommodate the growth
expected in the region between now
and 2025. The luncheon will feature
an awards ceremony, including
presentation of the Donald G.
Hagman Award bestowed annually
by SCAG’s Regional Advisory
Council (RAC) for outstanding
work in the area of regional consen-
sus building.

Registration is free, however, every-
one must register to attend. 

Registration may be arranged
through Kim Turner at SCAG: 
213-236-1930; email,
turner@scag.ca.gov.



CONSERVATION IS THE KEY
Coachella Valley Protects its Lands, Protects its Future

When someone mentions the term “regional planning” in Southern
California, thoughts often turn to transportation, housing and air
quality. Although the importance of these factors should not be
underestimated, conservation of natural resources and protection of
wildlife also play critical roles in shaping the future of our region.
Members of the Coachella Valley Association of Governments
(CVAG) have long-recognized this fact. As a pioneer in habitat con-
servation and land preservation, CVAG established
the nation’s first Habitat Conservation Plan in 1984
shortly after amendments to the Endangered
Species Act created a provision for such a plan. This
expertise, as well as an ongoing desire 
to preserve one of our region’s largest desert areas,
is the backbone of the
group’s Coachella Valley
Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation
Plan/Natural
Community
Conservation Plan.

“We want to be proactive,
instead of reactive,” said Corky
Larson, who has been a member of
CVAG since 1983 and its executive direc-
tor since 1995. “Waiting until a species is
endangered or until we run out of
natural resources are not options.
This habitat will not only help us
preserve a certain portion of our
natural resources and protect
wildlife, it will also provide a
means to help us direct future
development and growth in our
region through planned land management.” 

CVAG’s multi-species, multi-jurisdictional habitat will stretch across
approximately 1,200 square miles through the Santa Rosa and San
Jacinto mountain ranges, and into the low sands areas of this desert
region. The project is intended to conserve 30 species of animals
(both indigenous and migratory) and 24 natural wildlife communi-

ties. Funding for the habitat, which is expected to cost approximate-
ly $200 million, includes both state and federal sources. A draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) will be released for public comment in June 2001;
and upon completion of that process, the EIR/EIS will be submitted
to various federal and state agencies, including the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish &
Game. Final approval of the plan is expected in August 2002.

Larson believes that the plan’s key to success lies in the unified effort
of CVAG’s diverse membership. The Council of Governments (COG)

is comprised of ten cities (Blythe, Coachella, Desert
Hot Springs, Cathedral City, Indian Wells, Indio, 

La Quinta, Palm Desert, Palm Springs,
Rancho Mirage) and the County of

Riverside. Additionally, three of the
region’s Native American tribes are

voting members of CVAG’s
Executive Committee (the Agua

Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians, the Cabazon Band of

Mission Indians and the
Torres Martinez Desert
Band of Cahuilla Indians).

“We know that we can accom-
plish more together than we can
separately,” noted Larson, “and

we’re proud that our COG mem-
bership represents a true cross-sec-
tion of the people and communities

that are affected by our work.”

CVAG members’ other planning
efforts include transportation, air

quality conformity and energy
usage issues, such as signal synchroniza-

tion; and working with the local universities to create a solution that
will minimize the release of particulate matter (PM) associated with
golf course top seed.

For more information about the Coachella Valley Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan
or CVAG’s other endeavors, please contact Corky Larson, executive
director, at 760-346-1127.

Subregional Highlights

On March 30, 2001, prominent business leaders, government officials and members of academia
attended SCAG’s e-commerce conference to address the regional impacts of e-business in the new
economy. The forum, “E-Commerce:  Challenges and Opportunities for Local Government,” took
place at the Quiet Cannon Conference Center in Montebello and featured keynote addresses by

Congresswoman Jane Harman and Arun Baheti, director of e-government for Governor Davis.
Discussion focused on policy and economic ramifications for local governments and businesses, such

as public finance, transportation and service delivery for public agencies. 

“It is clear that the electronic commerce `genie is out of the bottle,’” said Mark Pisano, executive director of
SCAG. “This forum has helped us to understand the significant and burgeoning role that e-commerce plays
in local government, including revenue and service delivery issues associated with this new technological
environment.”

Several other noted speakers joined moderator Bob Bartlett (former mayor, City of Monrovia) in the lively
debate, including Johan Klehs, member, California State Board of Equalization; Dr. Lisa Grobar, professor of
economics and director, Economic Forecast Project, California State University, Long Beach; and Mark
Schniepp, director, California Economic Forecast Project.

SCAG also recently updated its website to include a wide variety of information regarding the regional
economy. The new area on the website, “The Regional Economy,” can be located through “The Economy,
Housing and Livable Places” section of SCAG’s website at www.scag.ca.gov, and serves as a clearinghouse
for regional, state and national economic and demographic data. The section also offers historical analyses
of this information. Other features include current employment trends, facts about the regional economy,
growth and housing; and a publications archive. Among other documentation, visitors may review or 
download SCAG’s 2001-2002 Regional Economic Forecast Report, a comprehensive economic outlook for 
the Southern California area. The report is taken from the agency’s December 8, 2000 Regional Economic
Forecast Conference, an annual event that focuses exclusively on the short-term outlook for the Southern
California regional economy, and provides authoritative, cutting-edge regional economic analyses.

“We know that we can
accomplish more together
than we can separately”

—Corky Larson

Regional
Economic Pulse

Bob Bartlett, former mayor of Monrovia and
past president of SCAG (l), moderated SCAG's
March 30th e-commerce conference, featuring
Johan Klehs of the State Board of Equalization
(r) and several other notable speakers.
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A Coming of Age (Continued from page 2)

region to focus on livable communities and new community designs that encourage increased housing. These goals are being
pursued through SCAG’s Livable Communities initiatives and programs, and its housing assistance programs in the west-
ern area of the region. In addition to the economic factors, the positive impacts achieved through the jobs/housing balance
also extend to reducing congestion on our roadways.  

“Being more strategic in how we grow can have just as much of an impact in reducing future congestion as any other strategy
we can follow,” Pisano noted.

In addition to its role in creating and maintaining a regional housing/jobs balance, Southern California’s airport system is a
vital component in addressing the goods movement growth expected to occur during the next quarter century. The 2001
RTP presents a decentralized aviation strategy designed to improve ground access and accommodate the expected national
and international travel of goods and passengers by linking the eastern and western parts of the region. This strategy is

complemented by the exploration of ground travel alternatives between our ports
and inland destinations, such as the truck lane studies currently underway on SR-
60, between I-710 and I-15, and a separate study of I-710, between the Ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach and downtown Los Angeles. (Each of these projects was
originally proposed in the 1998 RTP.)  Further, SCAG is working with the subre-
gions to develop the Alameda Corridor East in an effort to mitigate train traffic
impacts in the eastern part of our region.

“Maintaining and improving the quality of life in Southern California rests at the
heart of all of our planning efforts,” Pisano said.

SCAG and its subregional partners are also working on a regional commute system
to link the east and west through the use of large-scale mixed flow facilities, light
rail and rapid bus corridors. The agency’s other efforts include assisting the Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the Orange County
Transportation Authority and other county transportation commissions develop
and complete their own individual transit projects to ensure that the results comple-
ment a regional system. SCAG is helping to identify additional funding resources,
and working with business and transportation leadership—and the rest of the
region—to build public and political support to increase revenues to enhance our
transportation infrastructure from a regional perspective. 

Where We’re Going

SCAG established a Growth
Visioning Committee to develop a
regional consensus and unified
strategy for addressing the chal-
lenges and consequences of antici-
pated growth. In addition to the
input it provided for the 2001 RTP,
the committee will play an adviso-
ry role in developing a growth
visioning process to guide the
region’s future development and
act as the coordinating body for
development of an overall growth
vision for the SCAG region.

This interactive effort to gain a better understanding of Southern California has
been the key to developing an accurate forecast for future planning needs. As the
region continues to grow, it is this cooperation that will help us adjust to the turns
in the road and sidestep potential pitfalls. 

“When you’re young, your expectations are limitless,” Pisano said, “but as you
grow and mature, you begin to develop a sense of the real possibilities. I think
we’re arriving at that point.”

For more information about SCAG’s 2001 Regional Transportation Plan,
CommunityLink21, please contact Bernice Villanueva at SCAG: 213-236-1892; 
email, villanuevab@scag.ca.gov. The RTP may also be viewed at SCAG’s website:
www.scag.ca.gov.

REGIONAL RESIDENTS 
SPEAK OUT ABOUT RTP

Dozens of regional residents turned out to
express their opinions about SCAG’s 2001
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP),
CommunityLink 21, during the agency’s
Regional Council meeting on April 12, 2001.
CommunityLink 21 is SCAG’s transportation
“blueprint” for the region, which contains
hundreds of proposals, plans and options to
keep Southern California moving between
now and 2025. Prior to final approval and
adoption of the comprehensive planning
document, SCAG actively solicited commu-
nity input about the 2001 RTP through an
extensive, region-wide public outreach
process, including public meetings, neigh-
borhood forums, questionnaires and com-
ment cards. Community members who
attended the April 12 meeting received an
additional opportunity to make their voices
heard prior to the final vote on the plan. The
agency formally voted to adopt the plan
after consideration of the public commen-
tary offered and member discussion. For
more information about the 2001 Regional
Transportation Plan, please contact Bernice
Villanueva at SCAG: 213-236-1892; email,
villanuevab@scag.ca.gov. The plan may
also be viewed and downloaded from
SCAG’s website, www.scag.ca.gov.



A s SCAG moves toward complete implementation of its Best 
Practices policies, the agency recently welcomed Carol 
Przybycien (“Priz-bish-ian”) as human resources manager. 
Regional Vision’s editorial staff

talked with Przybycien about the
newly created position and the role
she plays at the nation’s largest met-
ropolitan planning organization.

Q. Could you tell us a little bit
about your background?

A. Well, I’ve been working with per-
sonnel issues in the public sector for
about 20 years. My most recent posi-
tion was at the City of Arcadia,
where I handled human resources
and risk management for 300
employees of a full-service city.

Q. In addition to fulfilling its Best
Practices policies, why does SCAG
now need a human resources man-
ager?

A. This is actually the perfect time
for the agency to bring in an HR
manager. With 140 employees, including 30-40 temporary and part-
time workers, we’ve just reached the point where we need to have
these functions centralized and overseen by a specified unit. The
unit is almost complete, with the recent addition of Valerie Marchais
as a senior human resources analyst.

Q. Where does the Human Resources Unit fit into the organization?

A. We’re part of the legal department, under the direction of Helene
Smookler.

Q. What do you think are the biggest challenges you face?

A. Right now we’re concentrating on implementing all of the recom-
mendations included in SCAG’s Best Practices policies by the target-

ed completion date of June 30, 2001.
These activities focus generally on
orientation for new employees; staff
development and training; personnel
rules revision; recruitment and selec-
tion processes; benefits analysis; and
an agency-wide classification/com-
pensation study. I’m happy to say
that just about everything is either
completed or currently underway.

Q. What do you see as your primary
function at SCAG?

A. I’m not here to dictate policy to
anyone. I’m here to work with the
staff at all levels. I’m here to help
SCAG continue the successful prac-
tices they’ve already established that
motivate and retain employees (like
Rideshare and flexibility in the work
environment); develop new pro-

grams that will complement those
activities and help recruit new employees; and to make it easier for
managers and directors to do their jobs by providing them with
assistance regarding employee-related issues. 

Q. Would you like to add anything else?

A. I’d also like to repeat something I heard a long time ago that I
believe holds true: “If a company takes care of the employees, the
employees will take care of the company.”  SCAG and its employees
have this kind of symbiotic relationship, and that helps make this
agency a truly unique place to work.

7          Spring 2001  Vision

During the first quarter of the new year, the Regional
Advisory Council (RAC) continued its efforts to
review SCAG’s Draft 2001 Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP) to ensure that its comments and concerns
would be included in the agency’s final plan, which
was adopted in April 2001. To that end, the RAC’s
monthly meetings have focused on a number of sig-
nificant regional matters, including environmental
justice, the 710 corridor air quality issues and growth
visioning. RAC members have also been very active
in policy committee and task force meetings charged
with finalization of the RTP. 

“The region is constantly evolving,” said Frank
Osgood, RAC chair. “As we continue to grow and
change, a number of issues—such as environmental
justice and air quality—will become even more
important. It’s critical that we include them as part
of our overall thinking and planning for the future.” 

The RAC has also focused its attention on SCAG’s
upcoming recertification as a metropolitan planning

organization (MPO). SCAG is the largest MPO in the
United States and, along with similar agencies, must
undergo periodic review to ensure that its plans and
activities continue to conform to established federal
guidelines. The agency is scheduled to begin the
process in May 2001.

Upcoming activities include the RAC’s annual elec-
tions of chair and vice chair, while its coalition of
representatives from the business community, public
interest and non-profit groups continues its service
to SCAG's Regional Council of elected officials in an
advisory capacity. Additionally, the group’s 18th
Annual Regional Citizen’s Award (the Donald G.
Hagman Award) will be presented during SCAG’s
General Assembly on May 3, 2001. Award recipients
are selected by the RAC to acknowledge outstanding
service in the area of regional consensus building.

For more information about the Regional Advisory
Council, please contact Kim Turner at SCAG: 213-
236-1930; email, turner@scag.ca.gov.

RAC Works to Support SCAG’s RTP Efforts

BEST FOOT FORWARD
SCAG APPOINTS NEW HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER
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SCAG’s Peer Review Group helps the agency implement its Best Practices policies in 
the area of human resources. Top row (l-r):  Anthony Piunno, Alfredo Gonzalez, 

Kurt Walker; bottom row (l-r):  Carol Przybycien, Sylvia Patsaouras, Karen Solomon


